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Chief Censor 


Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 

restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 

Excisions: No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: Violence, sexual violence, drug use and offensive language. 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 28 April 2016 

Date of direction to 26 April 2016 

issue a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 26 April 2016 



Components 

Running time 

Menu: 

Play Film 

Scene Selection 


Feature (s): 

Perfect Sisters 

96:40 

Timed component(s): 

Notices 

0:53 

Total running time: 


97:33 





Summary of reasons for decision: 


The Chief Censor determined that this DVD should be received for classification under s 13(3) of 
the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993, following a complaint from a 
concerned member of the public. The DVD contains a feature that was cross-rated by the New 
Zealand Film and Video Labelling Body from its Australian rating of M, with a note for sex 
scenes and offensive language. The feature (under the title ‘Deadly Sisters’) was classified '18 'by 
the British Board of Film Classification. As the original complainant noted, this means there is a 
significant disparity between the Australian/cross-rated classification and the British 
classification. Because of these concerns, the Chief Censor determined that the Classification 
Office should independently examine the DVD and assign it a New Zealand classification. 
‘Perfect Sisters’ is about two teenaged sisters who murder their mother in order to escape their 
abusive home environment. It is based on a true story. The film deals with several dark elements 
including alcoholism, dmg use, domestic violence, sexual abuse, suicide and serious physical 
harm. These depictions and themes would shock, frighten and disturb children and younger 
teens. Whilst some of the depictions would likely shock all audiences, including older teens and 
adults, the degree of the stronger material is reduced by the at times whimsical style and tone of 
the feature. The issues surrounding domestic abuse are harrowing, but the film focuses on the 
insidious effects of abuse rather than depictions of the abuse itself. Older teens and adults will be 
more likely to recognise Sandra and Beth’s behaviour, including their ability to commit a 
shocking act of lethal violence as an extreme reaction to their dysfunctional home environment. 
When balancing the risk of injury to the public good with the right to freedom of expression as 
affirmed by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, a classification restricting the availability of 
the DVD to viewers aged 16 and over is a reasonable and proportionate response. This 
classification will protect children and younger teenagers, without unreasonably limiting older 
teenagers, who are likely part of the intended audience, and who will be less affected by the 
stronger content. 

The DVD contains a feature that was cross-rated by the New Zealand Film and Video Labelling 
Body from its Australian rating of M, with a note for sex scenes and offensive language. The 
feature (under the title ‘Deadly Sisters’) was classified '18 'by the British Board of Film 
Classification. As the original complainant noted, this means there is a significant disparity 
between the Australian/cross-rated classification and the British classification. Because of these 
concerns, the Chief Censor determined that the Classification Office should independently 
examine the DVD and assign it a New Zealand classification. 

‘Perfect Sisters’ is about two teenaged sisters who murder their mother in order to escape their 
abusive home environment. It is based on a true story. The film deals with several dark elements 
including alcoholism, drug use, domestic violence, sexual abuse, suicide and serious physical 
harm. These depictions and themes would shock, frighten and disturb children and younger 
teens. Whilst some of the depictions would likely shock all audiences, including older teens and 
adults, the degree of the stronger material is reduced by the at times whimsical style and tone of 
the feature. The issues surrounding domestic abuse are harrowing, but the film focuses on the 
insidious effects of abuse rather than depictions of the abuse itself. Older teens and adults will be 
more likely to recognise Sandra and Beth’s behaviour, including their ability to commit a 
shocking act of lethal violence as an extreme reaction to their dysfunctional home environment. 

When balancing the risk of injury to the public good with the right to freedom of expression as 
affirmed by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, a classification restricting the availability of 
the DVD to viewers aged 16 and over is a reasonable and proportionate response. This 
classification will protect children and younger teenagers, without unreasonably limiting older 
teenagers, who are likely part of the intended audience, and who will be less affected by the 
stronger content. 



